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WEATHER

Temperatures averaged about two

degrees above normal. Scattered thunder-

showers occurred over the State, mainly in

the north and west. Precipitation aver-

aged around a half inch north and west and

less than a tenth over the south central

and southeast.

GENERAL

Harvesting of Nebraska's winter wheat

crop spread rapidly into the southern

Panhandle counties last week as ripening

of the crop progressed westward across the

State. Irrigation activities were going

strong across the State as the crops' need

for water remained high. Oat harvesting,

straw baling, haying, cultivating and

spraying for weeds and insects were among

the other fields activities. The number

of days suitable for fieldwork was 6.7.

Topsoil moisture supplies rated 72%

short and 28% adequate, subsoil moisture

was 23% short, 74% adequate and 3% sur-

plus. A year ago, topsoil moisture rated

87% short, 9% adequate and 4% surplus.

Subsoil moisture rated 39% short, 59%

adequate and 2% surplus.

CROPS

Winter wheat harvest progressed to

85% complete, ahead of 70% last year and

80% average. Ripening of the crop reached

95% compared to 85% last year and 93%

CROPS (Cont.)

average. Harvesting activities were

virtually complete over southern Nebraska.

About three-quarters of the crop was cut

in the central and eastern districts.

Combining of wheat in the remaining

districts averaged about fifty percent

complete.

Corn condition rated 8% fair, 84%

good and 8% excellent. Fifteen percent of

the crop had silked behind both 20% last

year and 35% average. Irrigation and

spraying for insects were major activi-

ties. Sorghum condition rated 22% fair,

77% good and 1% excellent. Less than 1%

of the crop had reached the heading stage

compared to 3% last year and 10% average.

Soybean condition rated 36% fair, 63%

good and 1% excellent. Blooming had

occurred on 50% of the acreage compared to

65% last year and 45% average. Eight

percent of the soybeans had set pods

compared to 5% last year and 10% average.

The second cutting of alfalfa was 55%

completed, compared to 60% last year and

70% average.

LIVESTOCK

Pasture and range feed supplies were

adequate. However, lack of moisture has

slowed growth. Rain is needed to prevent

grazing from becoming short. Livestock

were generally in good condition, but heat

stress was a concern as temperatures

remained high.

Precipitation, April 1 - July 20 r 1984

NW NC NE CEN EC

Total past week ............ 06 .02 .07 .00 .01

Total since April 1 ....... 7.83 11.77 20.39 11.41 20.49

Normal since April 1 ...... 10.03 11.32 13.22 12.44 14.05

SW SC SE

•03 .02 .01

13.35 14.87 21.31

10.33 12.48 14.73
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